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Abstract

The most important feature of the profession of coaching is to love sport and athletes. The purpose of this research
is put forward the levels for coaches' love of the children who are in continuous interaction with the children and the
factors affecting it. It is a descriptive study. Research was conducted with 100 coaches (Football) living in Antalya.
As a means of data collection, Barnett’sLiking of Children Scale that was adapted to Turkish by Duyan and Gelbal
(2008) was applied. Frequency, percentage, mean, T and F tests were used for the analysis of data. The levels of
coaches' like of the children (x:86.20+10.65) are over the average. Statistically significant differences were found
when the stage of the coaches participating in the research and scores for their levels of liking the children are
compared (p <0.05). Other factors (gender, age, education level, parents' education level, economic status) do not
cause a statistically significant difference (p> 0.05) on the attitudes of coaches to children. As a result, the first stage
coaches have higher levels of liking children in individual sports while the second, third and fourth stage coaches
have higher levels of liking children in team sports.
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